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International Transfer Certificate (ITC)

• a certificate provided from one FIFA Member Association to another to 
facilitate the transfer of a player between countries. 



International Transfer Certificate (ITC)

• The FIFA Regulations on the Status and Transfer of Players (RSTP) require all 
players, either amateur or professional, to obtain an ITC where the 
immediately preceding registration was with a FIFA Member Association 
other than the FIFA Member Association in which the player is registering.

• Further, the Canada Soccer Rules and Regulations (CSRR) mandate that a 
player, when required, must obtain a valid ITC prior to registering and playing 
soccer in Canada. 

Failure to request and obtain an ITC in accordance with the CRR and the FIFA Regulations may lead to disciplinary 
sanctions being issued against Canada Soccer, the relevant Member Association of Canada Soccer, Club and/or the 
player. 



Key Terms

• International Transfer Certificate (ITC)
• Engaging
• Releasing

• Transfer Matching System (TMS)
• Professional
• Amateur 
• Minor



When to request an ITC

• If a player has lived in another Country
• If a player has played in another Country 

• An ITC is not required for a player under the age of ten years.

• International transfers of players are only permitted if the player is over 
the age of 18.



FIFA Minor Exemptions (10-17)

The following five exceptions to this rule apply:
A. The player’s parents move to the country in which the new club is located for reasons not linked to football.
B. The player is aged between 16 and 18 and: 

i. the transfer takes place within the territory of the European Union (EU) or European Economic Area (EEA); 
ii. or the transfer takes place between two associations within the same country. 

C.  The player lives no further than 50km from a national border and the club.
D.  The player is at least temporarily permitted to reside in the country of arrival and/or is recognised by the 

competent state authorities as vulnerable and requiring state protection by the country of arrival after fleeing 
their country of origin (or previous country of domicile) for humanitarian reasons, without their parents, due 
to either of the following: i. ii. their life or freedom being threatened on account of race, religion, nationality, 
belonging to a particular social group, or political opinion; or any other circumstances where their survival is 
seriously threatened

E.   The player is a student and moves without his parents to another country temporarily for academic reasons in 
order to undertake an exchange programme.

Regulations on the Status and Transfer of Players
 October 2022. Article 19



When to request a First Registration

• If a player was born in another Country
• Person has never player Soccer before

• Not required for a player under the age of ten years.



When to request
Age Player Soccer outside 

of Canada
Canadian Citizen What to Do

9 or younger Yes/No Yes/No No Action

Yes Yes Minor ITC

10-17 years Yes No Minor ITC

No Yes No Action

No No First Registration (F)

Yes Yes Adult ITC

18+ Yes No Adult ITC

No Yes No Action

No No First Registration (A/B)



Player as Refugee/Humanitarian Purpose

• Require Proof of Refugee Status of the Player in Canada as provided by 
Canada Immigration and Citizenship

• In these cases we do not directly contact the previous federation
• We email FIFA directly and then FIFA communicate with the previous 

federation to see if they hold the players registration. 



New from  FIFA

• Jan 2027
• Regulations on the Status and Transfer of Players

• Feb 2026
• Guide to Submitting a Minor Application

chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/digitalhub.fifa.com/asset/e495d04b-ef95-4d07-ace2-ea4d7781d7de/Regulations-on-the-Status-and-Transfer-of-Players_January-2027.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/digitalhub.fifa.com/asset/e495d04b-ef95-4d07-ace2-ea4d7781d7de/Regulations-on-the-Status-and-Transfer-of-Players_January-2027.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/digitalhub.fifa.com/m/52250e060f0a7a2a/original/New-Guide-to-Submitting-a-Minor-Application.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/digitalhub.fifa.com/m/52250e060f0a7a2a/original/New-Guide-to-Submitting-a-Minor-Application.pdf


Canada Soccer New Guide

• ITC Guide
• Adult Amateur ITC Application
• Minor Amateur Application
• Minor Pro Application (will not be public)

Please use the New Guide/Application with the update requirement for any New ITC requests



ITC Guide

• What is an International Transfer
• ITC for Amateur Adults
• ITC for Professional Adults with Professional Clubs
• The International Clearance process for Minors
• Flowchart
• FAQ



Adult Amateur ITC Application

• Adult Amateur ITC Application
• Form A – ITC Application for Adult Player in Canada
• Form B – ITC Application for Adult Player in Canada for Humanitarian Purpose 



FORM A



FORM B



Minor Amateur Application

• Form C – ITC Application for Minor Player in Canada
• Checklist A — Art. 19 par. 2 a): Parents' move for reasons not linked to football
• Checklist B — Art. 19 par. 2 a): Humanitarian reasons — moving WITH parent
• Checklist C — Art. 19 par. 2 c): 50km border / 100km total distance rule
• Checklist D — Art. 19 par. 2 d): Humanitarian reasons — moving WITHOUT parents
• Checklist E — Art. 19 par. 2 e): Exchange student / academic programme abroad
• Checklist F — Art. 19 par. 3 & 4: First Registration of Non-Canadian
• Checklist G – Art.19 par. 2a): Canadian player and Parent coming back to Canada
• Club Declaration
• Parent/Legal Guardian Declaration



Minor Pro Application

• Form D – ITC Application for Minor Player in Canada
• Checklist A — Art. 19 par. 2 a): Parents' move for reasons not linked to football
• Checklist B — Art. 19 par. 2 a): Humanitarian reasons — moving WITH parent
• Checklist C — Art. 19 par. 2 c): 50km border / 100km total distance rule
• Checklist D — Art. 19 par. 2 d): Humanitarian reasons — moving WITHOUT parents
• Checklist E — Art. 19 par. 2 e): Exchange student / academic programme abroad
• Checklist F — Art. 19 par. 3 & 4: First Registration of Non-Canadian
• Checklist G – Art.19 par. 2a): Canadian player and Parent coming back to Canada
• Club Declaration
• Parent/Legal Guardian Declaration

Any Club that is affiliated with a Professional Team
Will be submitted to FIFA for approval



FORM C



MINORS (10-17) OLD NEW

Moving to Canada, purposed not related 
to Soccer (19.2 a)

Checklist C Checklist A

50km Shared Border (19.2 c) Checklist D Checklist C

Academic Exchange program (19.2 e) Checklist E Checklist E

Humanitarian Purpose without Parents 
(19.2 d)

Checklist F Cheklist D

Humanitarian Purpose With Parents (19.2 
d)

Checklist G Checklist B

First Registration living in Canada for 5+ 
Years

Checklist H Checklist F

First Registration living in Canada less than 
5 years

Checklist I Checklist F

Player coming to back to Canada  (19.2 a) Checklist C Checklist G

Canada Soccer ITCs and Minor Player Application Guide

chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/canadasoccer.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/CS_ITC_Guide_2020_EN.pdf


19.2 A
Moving to Canada, purposed not related to Soccer 













19.2 C 
50km Shared Border 















How to get the google images

1) Search the address in google (use Maps)



2) right click on the location

3) Select “Measure distance”

How to get the google images



How to get the google images

4) Click on the Nearest border

5) Take a screen shot 



19.2 D 
Humanitarian reasons — moving WITHOUT parents 







19.2 E 
Academic Exchange program 







19.3 AND 19.4
First Registration of Non-Canadian







19.2 A
“player’s parents have not left Canada while the minor player was registered with a 

club abroad”











Limited Minor Exemption

Canada Soccer currently holds an LME
- Applies to strictly amateur clubs
- relieves an association, under specific terms and conditions and solely 
for amateur minor players who are to be registered with purely amateur 
clubs, from the application obligations set out in paragraph 4. 
-the association concerned is required to verify and ensure that the 
circumstances of the player fall, beyond all doubt, under one of the 
exceptions provided for in paragraph 2, 3, or 4 c). 



Canada Soccer and the LME

• If the player meets an Exemption, then Canada soccer is able to request the 
ITC through the FIFA TMS System

• If the Player is associated with a professional team Canada soccer will submit 
the Minor ITC application to FIFA for approval. 

• For the cases where a player does not meet the exemptions, they need to 
provide a clear argument as to why they should be granted an "exceptional 
exemption" with proper and "professional" (signed and dated) 
documentation/letters.

• Canada Soccer will submit to FIFA for approval



ROLE AND RESPONSIBILITIES
ENGAGING PLAYERS



CLUB

• Identify any and all players who may require;
• ITC
• First Registration
• Inter Provincial transfer 



Questions to have in Registration

(a) Was the player’s last registration to play soccer in another country? 
(b) In which country (other than Canada) did the player last register? 
(c) With which Club did the player last register in [NAME OF COUNTRY IN 

(b)]?  
(d) In which year did the player last register in [NAME OF COUNTRY IN 

(b)]? 

A. What county was the player born?
B. When did they arrive in Canada (MM/YYYY)



Player and the Club

• COMPLETED - ITC Form (A, B, or C).
• ALL required documents are submitted
• MINOR

• To show that the player meets the exemption



PTSO

• Review to ensure the 
• ITC form in COMPLETED (fully and correctly)
• All Required documents are submitted/attached

• Submit to Canada Soccer



Canada Soccer Review

ITC Form Completed All Required Documents Action Taken

No No Send back to PTSO

No Yes Sent back to PTSO

Yes No Sent back to PTSO

Yes Yes Canada Soccer Review



Canada Soccer ITC Volume
2025 Released Engaged
Jan 79 15
Feb 74 17
Mar 87 45
Apr 106 108
May 62 137
Jun 32 81
Jul 78 65

Aug 133 44
Sept 165 94
Oct 89 57
Nov 16 13
Dec 24 2

TOTAL 945 678

2026 Released Engaged
Jan 103 44
Feb 121 52
Mar 82 129
Apr 67 158
May 51 176
Jun 25 140
Jul 87 62

Aug 31 7
Sept
Oct
Nov
Dec

TOTAL 567 768



Process

Canada Soccer received 
ITC Request from PTSO
-Review and enter into 

TMS

Player exists in the TMS
-Request ITC

Player does not exist in 
the TMS

- Player is submitted for 
Confirmation

Player is Confirmed



Communication from Canada Soccer to PTSO

1) ITC has been requested for the player
 The ITC has been officially requested in the TMS, and the other FIFA Member has 72 hours to issue or cancel. 

2) Player has been submitted for Confirmation
 The FIFA Member must verify and confirm the player, prior to being able to request the ITC. 

 No time frame.

3) After review we still require the following: 
 We will provide a list of the requirements outstanding before we are able procced. 

4) No Club was listed so we reached out to the FIFA Member. 

5) After review you can register the player as a First Registration. 



FIFA TMS Process

Canada Soccer received ITC 
Request from PTSO

-Review and enter into TMS

Player exists in the TMS
-Request ITC

FIFA Member Responds 
-Issues the ITC

FIFA Member No Response
-after 72 hours the player can 

be Provisionally registered

Player does not exist in the 
TMS

- Player is submitted for 
Confirmation

FIFA Member Cancel
*Player can be registered as a 

First Registration

Player is 
Confirmed



Before Registering the Player, you 
need to of heard back* from Canada 

Soccer

*Confirmation on type of registration



Turn around time for and ITC - Engaging

0-1 Days
36%

2-4 days
39%

5-7 days
13%

1 week +
7%

2 weeks +
2%

3 weeks +
3%

2025 2026

0-1 Days
38%

2-4 days
33%

5-7 days
16%

1 week +
9%

2 weeks +
3%

3 weeks +
1%



Within 72 hours

After 72 hours

FIFA TMS Process - Releasing

Receives ITC 
Request from FIFA 

Member

Receives Player 
Confirmation from 

FIFA Member

Review Player 
Information and 
Confirm Player

Email PTSO to 
verify players 

History

Issue the ITC

Cancel the ITC 
Request

ITC Issued 



Where to Find the New Guides

• Canada Soccer Website
• Resource Section

• Club+ 
• Being added in early fall

Canada Soccer Club+
Club+ Questions: Community@canadasoccer.com

https://clubplus.canadasoccer.com/
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